ALSTONEFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

The Clerk to the Council: Maureen Binfield: 01335 310146
c/o The Village Hall, Alstonefield, Ashbourne, Derbyshire. DE6 2FR 
Councillors: Nick Bonsall (310262).  Dot Griffin (310249).
Frank Lipp (310302).  Noel Peat (310000).  Cathy Reavy (310125).
 Kevin Stockton (310347) Rupert Hignett (310389)
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on Wednesday 8th December 2010 at Alstonefield Village Hall.  Present:  Cllr D Griffin (Chair), Cllr N Peat (Vice Chair), Cllr C Reavy, Cllr K Stockton, Cllr F Lipp.  Mrs M Binfield, Clerk
(Unless otherwise stated, all resolutions minuted below were proposed, seconded and then agreed by all Councillors present.  Only when a decision is not unanimous will details be minuted).

Two members of the public were present, also Abi Ball, Properties Manager, Peak Park
85  Public Forum – Item No. 95.6  - Abi Ball was introduced to the meeting and the problem of the location of the coach/lorry park sign(s), which need to be more prominent, was discussed.  In addition, it was generally felt that the situation could be improved by marking out a bay for one coach and that new parking signs would also help.  Abi would keep the Council advised on the progress of these matters

It was agreed that Peak Park would invoice the Council annually for the 50% share of the takings from the honesty box at the end of a financial year.

.

A member of the public suggested that the Council should review the possible use of the playing field as a  parking area for a community fund raising event taking  place in May 2011.  This matter will  be discussed with the ‘Leaden Boot’ event committee.  The Council agreed to consider ‘ring-fencing’ a parking charge.
86  Apologies – Apologies were received from Cllr N Bonsall and Cllr R Hignett
87  Declaration of Interest (on Agenda items) - None
88 Minutes of the previous meeting – Approved and signed
89 Financial Matters
89.1 Financial Statement and bank reconciliation as at 31st October – As no bank statement had been received for the month of  November, this reconciliation would be presented at the next meeting.
 89.2 Payments
89.2.1 – Clerk – M Binfield – October salary £219.96 – ratified
89.2.2 – Clerk – M Binfield – November salary £219.96 – ratified
89.2.3  - Lengthman – B Ross – November payment - £32.00 – ratified
89.2.4 – Lengthman – D Backhouse – August payment - £64.00 – approved
89.2.5 – Lengthman – D Backhouse – Sep/Oct payment - £124.00 – approved
89.2.6 – Alstonefield Benefice – Newsletter Contribution - £70.00 – approved
89.2.7 – Alstonefield Memorial Hall – contribution to Village Hall Extension – approved
89.3. Monies received


89.3.1 Honesty Box Monies – £28.82   Playing Field     £34.42  Toilet Car Park Honesty Box


89.3.2 Final car boot payment - £70.00


89.3.3 SMDC Lengthman scheme £200.00


89.3.4 VAT Refund – £139.19

89.4 Precept Calculations – Cllr Peat provided draft precept calculations.  These were discussed and updated.  The figures would be finalised before the next meeting.
 
90  Planning Matters  - See AOB
91 Playing Field Matters


91.1 Play Area Safety Check Confirmation – 24.11.2010
91.2 Playing Field Maintenance – When weather conditions improve, an inspection of the playing field is to take place to ascertain works required.  It is known that the trees need cutting back and crown lifting and a work party is to be organised in the new  year.  A quotation is to be obtained from Dave Frost,  Peak Park Tree Conservation Officer for this work and the possibility of better access into the tree areas for maintenance was also discussed.

91.3 Play Area – Further repairs will be carried out when the weather is suitable.

91.4 Car Park – honesty box – report on any monies collected prior to December meeting




Playing Field Car Park – £17.29           Toilet Car Park  -     £17.83     

92  Car Boots  All Councillors were in favour of continuing with car boot events. Cllr Griffin to contact the current organiser to see if he wishes to continue with the events or if not, this would be put out to tender.  It was agreed that the contract would be amended to specifically require payment in cash on the day of the event.
93  Flooding Reports – Highways have been notified of the problem with drains and gulleys.  They have a schedule in place to jet all gulleys in the Parish  but there was no set time scale for this.  The Clerk asked that a member of the Council be notified when these works would take place.

94 Community Paths Initiative – The posts would be requested when required and a work party would be arranged in the new year when weather conditions improve.
95 General Village Matters
95.1 – The Council formally thanked Brian Ross, retiring Lengthsman, for his continued hard work in maintaining the village to a very high standard.  Following interviews for the position, a successful candidate, Ian Redfern, was chosen.  

95.2 – Following a review by Cllr Reavy, a new  annual contract was to be issued to Lengthsmen engaged on a self-employed basis which would commence on 1st January 2011. 
               95.3 – Car parking signs – A suitable sign was chosen and this will now be ordered.
95.4– Greenhill Tip – It was reported that the treatment of knotweed was proving a success and further works would be carried out in the spring. 
95.5 – Bench repairs as reported at meeting on 27th October 2010 – Successful repairs had been carried out .
95.6 – Replacement of posts on village verge – All Councillors were in favour of replacing the identified rotten posts.  New tanailsed posts would be ordered and works would be put in hand in the next financial year.

95.7 – Coach parking on toilet car park – Dealt with at commencement of meeting.
95.8 – Tree Surgery in the parish – A meeting took place with David Frost, Peak Park Tree Conservation Officer, and relevant parishioners.  The recommendation was to carry out crown lifting on the copper beech tree on one of  the village greens.   An inspection of other trees in the village took place and as a result, it was considered that there should be discussions with residents in the vicinity to reflect their views.  A grant of 20% towards these works would be available.
95.9 – Letter received from PCC requesting assistance with provision of water into Church – It was proposed that the PCC meet with Councillors prior to setting the 2011/2012 precept to discuss the letter and schedule provided. 
96   Moorlands Connect Bus Service – Cllr Reavy reported that representatives from Staffordshire County Council had been keen to sort out the problems which had arisen, and in particular with regard to an elderly resident where multiple weekly usage had caused difficulty with telephone calls.  The recent post on the website had been responded to and the service will continue to be monitored.
97   Website – Paypal Account – An issue had been identified with the Paypal account and advice had been sought from Alan Toplis.  It was possible that a separate bank account would have to be set up with the Parish Council being custodians of the money.  For further discussion at the next meeting.
98   Wireless Internet Access in the Parish – This matter was considered to be out of the Parish Council’s remit and suggest that the Village Hall Committee be a more appropriate group to review this matter.
99   Meeting Dates – 2011 – Dates were identified and the Clerk to send out a list for confirmation prior to the booking of the hall.
100 Correspondence In (For Information Only)
101 Any Other Business – Planning Application No.NP/SM/0910/0893 – Removal of attached external stores, porch & garage and erection of two (one storey) extensions and siting of oil tank.  Original application stated 2 storey extensions and Peak Park felt there was no need for further consultation. – No objections raised
Gritting Service – Cllr Lipp mentioned the gritting service being provided and all agreed that acknowledgement of the excellent service should be passed on to Highways.
102 Date of Next Meeting – 12th January 2010 at 7.00pm in Alstonefield village hall.  
