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After WW1, for over half a century, the 

community’s hall was a hut purchased 

with funds from the United Service Fund 

       A meeting was held in January 1921 in the village Reading Room,  

          where it was decided the village needed a ‘recreation room’  

                         (which became known as the Village Institute). 



The current Village Hall was formerly the 

village school, which closed in July 1982 

after being in existence for 111 years. 

    Dwindling numbers meant that with only10 pupils on roll (and just one 

    teacher), the pupils had to move to Warslow Middle and First schools 



The last  

few pupils... 

    The picture was taken a week before the school closed on 30 July 1982.    

      The  headteacher was Arnold Hibbert, who had been there for 13 yrs.  



The old school building was bought by 

the community in 1984  

 The school building first reverted back to the owners, the Harpur Crewes,  

        but it was bought by the village for the princely sum of £15,000 .  



The new ‘Memorial Hall & Community 

Centre’ officially opened in 1985 

 Grants were obtained and fund raising enabled extensive internal works  

           to be completed, to make it suitable for a new village hall.. 



6 years later, the old school garden was 

renovated as a recreational facility for all 

 The garden was initially rented by the Village Hall from the Education 

    Trust  opening in June 1991. ( In 2009, the Hall was able to buy the  

     land, thanks to a donation from the family of the late Les Griffiin.) 



The old school garden is a peaceful space 

for Hall users, the local community, visitors... 

... and bugs 

    A bug hotel was erected in 2019 by children from the area  

(with the  help of grown-ups from the Parent & Toddler Group) 



In 2006, the main hall floor was laid and 

levelled, and a pillar removed. 

    Costing around £100,000, the project was helped by grants from 

     Staffordshire County Council, Robbie Williams, Garfield Weston 

                        Foundation and £20,000 of local donations.  



In 2011, fund-raising and grants enabled an 

extension to be built, with new facilities, 

storage areas and a meeting room. 

    Costing around £100,000, the project was helped by grants from 

     Staffordshire County Council, Robbie Williams, Garfield Weston 

                        Foundation and £20,000 of local donations.  



Our late Chairman, Jean Allen, said: 
“Along with past projects, we have transformed the old 

  village school into what is now a first class village amenity 

  of which we  
  can be proud 

  and which will 

  benefit our 

  community for 
  years to come.” 

    Costing around £100,000, the project was helped by grants from 

     Staffordshire County Council, Robbie Williams, Garfield Weston 

                        Foundation and £20,000 of local donations.  
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“Where can you attend a pole dancing class, buy a decent bottle of pinot noir 
and enjoy a country music gig all under one roof? The answer, it would 
appear, is your local village hall. 

Village halls are enjoying a resurgence as other rural services and shops are 
closing down. Some of England’s 10,000 village halls are now bustling hubs 
that offer activities that would have once raised an eyebrow.” 

 

The Times, 10 January 2020 

  



In many UK villages, especially those 

without a ‘locals’ pub, a village hall is the 

only public space to meet, hold activities 

and generally come together as a 

community. 





Alstonefield Village Hall hosts an outreach 

Post Office (one of around 1,400 in the UK) 

    “Around 1,000 village halls host a community enterprise such as a Post  

   Office, community shop, coffee shop, library, cinema or farmers’ market” 

                                                                                                                  acre network 



Alstonefield Village Hall has a library 

where people can read or purchase 

books 

    “Around 1,000 village halls host a community enterprise such as a Post  

   Office, community shop, coffee shop, library, cinema or farmers’ market” 

                                                                                                                  acre network 





      “Each village hall hosts an average of 9 life events, such as weddings,  

           christening parties or wakes each year. That’s 90,000 gatherings” 

                                                                                                                  acre network 

Alstonefield Village Hall hosts an 

average of about 13 ‘life events’ 

every year – more than the 

national average 
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Alstonefield Village Hall has more 

than 8 user groups, which means 

the hall is used almost every day  

of the week 

      “Each village hall hosts an average of 9 life events, such as weddings,  

           christening parties or wakes each year. That’s 90,000 gatherings” 

                                                                                                                  acre network 



Friendship Club(formerly the WVRS) 

 Talks, trips, lunches 

 Meets alternate Wednesdays, March-Dec 

 All welcome (any age!) 

 Contact Mandy 07779 899 860  

          or Anne on 01298  84394  
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Pilates classes 
 Professional teacher 

 Meets Mondays, Fridays 9.30am – 10.30am  

and Tuesday evenings 6pm - 7pm 

 All welcome (any age!) 

 Contact Victoria Turner by email: 

           pilatesinthepeaks@gmail.com 
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Pilates 

    Meets Mondays and Fridays 9.30am – 10.30am, and  

    Tuesday evenings 6pm - 7pm. All welcome (any age!) 



Local History Group 
 Research, talks, trips 

 Meets most months  on Wednesday evenings 

 Become a member (free)  

- or just come along 

 Contact Susan on 310025 

 

      Alstonefield Village Hall has more than 8 user groups, 

which means the hall is used almost every day of the week 
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     Research, talks, trips; meets Wednesday evenings monthly.   

Free membership or just come along - Contact Susan on 310025 



Parent & Toddler Group 
 Play, crafts, baking, etc 

 From birth to school age 

 Meets every Wednesday morning 9.30am - 11.30am 

 No need to book 

 Contact Jo on 310538 
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Parent & Toddler Group 

          Play, crafts, baking, etc; meets every Wednesday  

         morning. No need to book - contact Jo on 310538 



Threads “like going on a Spa day without taking your clothes off” 

 Hand embroidery workshops 

 Held regularly on Saturdays & Thursdays (excl Dec-Jan) 

 Affordable and friendly 

 Home-made cakes, refreshments 

 Dates and availability on  

website or Contact Cathy 

                               on 310125 

 

www.threadsworkshops.co.uk 

      Alstonefield Village Hall has more than 8 user groups, 

which means the hall is used almost every day of the week 



‘Threads’ hand-embroidery workshops 
Held regularly on Saturdays & Thursdays (except Dec-Jan).  

Dates and availability on website or call 01335 310125 
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Indoor bowls 
 Now nearly 30 years old 

 All welcome, join or just drop in 

 Meets Monday and Friday, 2 - 4pm 

 Contact Gilbert on 310259 
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Indoor bowls  

Now nearly 30 years old; all welcome, join or just drop in. 

Meets Monday & Friday 2 - 4pm Contact Gilbert on 310259 



Cricket Club     (aka ‘The Gargoyles’) 
 Founded in 2006 

 Games on Sunday afternoons 

 Renowned cricket teas in the Hall  

 New players always welcome 

 Contact Jon on 310453 
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Parish Council 
 Council meetings held since 1894* 

 Public are welcome to attend 

 Generally meets every other month 

 More information on the village website: 
www.alstonefield.org/community/parish-council 
 

      * in the former schoolroom 

 

      Alstonefield Village Hall has more than 8 user groups, 

which means the hall is used almost every day of the week 
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Our hire charges... 
  Are among the most competitive around 

  Starting at just £8 per hour* for the main hall 

  Reduced terms for charity fund-raising 

  License in place for alcohol/music 
  

                                  * rate for Parish residents/groups  

                                                            (£16 for non-residents) 



On-line booking option 
  Visit the Village Hall page  

      of the village website at 

      www.alstonefield.org 

  Or contact the Booking  

      Secretary Jo Griffin by email at: 

                                  alstonefieldvillagehall@hotmail.co.uk  
 

Hire charges 
Among the most competitive around, starting at just £8 per 

hour for the main hall. Licensed for alcohol, music, etc. 



Village Halls Week is run by the national rural charity 

Action with Communities in Rural England (ACRE) 
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We arrange activities ourselves 
As well as user groups (hirers), the committee itself 

uses the Hall’s facilities: 

  to raise additional income to cover costs 

  to promote community well-being and social  

      and cultural engagement 

      Alstonefield Village Hall has more than 8 user groups, 

which means the hall is used almost every day of the week 



Alstonefield Village Hall has gained a 

reputation for staging top-quality live 

music events, every month of the year  



We can pause this slideshow for video 

samples, on request: 

 Natalie Duncan Gordon Giltrap 

Amy Wadge Jon Allen 

Christine Collister Ruth Notman 

Guy Davis Brooks Williams 

Holy Moly & Crackers Stephen Fearing 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gMQfXhjS_YY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rGONRiJBHII
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lJ_HzJq5SYg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RgsTgfCbxBc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hr17GNFl9H8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4i8gti1bprs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RbahHCEFsrs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Fh-4m1AihE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YLBQjpUHUrg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vI9ZtBHe2ZE


All profits from our live music events go 

towards the costs of running the Hall, 

which are almost £10,000 per year.  

Alstonefield Village Hall has gained a reputation for staging 

top-quality live music events, every month of the year  

(That’s around £25 per day, 

 just to cover heating, etc.) 



All profits from our live music events go 

towards the costs of running the Hall, 

which are almost £10,000 per year.  

Alstonefield Village Hall has gained a reputation for staging 

top-quality live music events, every month of the year  

Profits from concerts is: 
 

 

                                of our  

                                        total income 

24% 
approx 



With the help of people in the village, 

we provide breakfasts and refreshments 

on Car Boot Sundays.  

Profits from Car Boots is: 
 

 

                                of our  

                                        total income 

21% 
approx 



For the last few years, we’ve had a  

New Year Indoor Market. All proceeds 

go the Hall, but it’s also a very sociable 

event in the quiet time after Christmas. 



We ask only for a nominal ‘expenses-

only’ donation for charitable events, e.g. 

 Leadenboot Walking Challenge  

 Carol Suppers 

 World’s Biggest Coffee Morning 

Local causes 
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