ALSTONEFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

The Clerk to the Council: Maureen Binfield: 01335 310146
c/o The Village Hall, Alstonefield, Ashbourne, Derbyshire. DE6 2FR 
Councillors: Nick Bonsall (310262).  Dot Griffin (310249).
Frank Lipp (310302).  Noel Peat (310000).  Cathy Reavy (310125).
 Kevin Stockton (310347) Rupert Hignett (310389)
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 14th December 2011 at Alstonefield village hall.
Present:  Cllr D Griffin (Chair), Cllr N Peat (Vice Chair), Cllr K Stockton, Cllr R Hignett, Cllr C Reavy, Cllr N Bonsall, Mrs M Binfield Clerk

Three members of the public were also present

56 Apologies – Cllr F Lipp
57 Declaration of Interest - None
58 Minutes of Previous Meeting – agreed and signed
59 Public Forum – A member of the public approached the Council with a request for the use of Greenhill Meer which is in the parish of Alstonefield.  Initially it was intended to use this as a nature reserve but a further request was that it be used for duck shooting once every month by the applicants and one companion during the evening.  It was not intended to be a commercial venture and any costs would be borne by the applicant.  The matter was to be discussed further by Councillors and brought to a future meeting.

A member of the Village Hall Committee outlined the second phase of  works which needed to be carried out on the hall which included disabled facilities.  It was stressed that it was essential that these went ahead and be completed before 31st March 2012 to comply with any funding obtained.  Applications have been made for further grants and monies have been raised with various events. Any help with the funding of the shortfall of approximately £32,000 would be appreciated.
60 Planning Matters


No planning matters have arisen for this meeting prior to circulation of Agenda.  See AOB 

61 Financial Matters

61.1Financial Statement and bank reconciliation as at 31st October 2011 and 30th November 2011
 61.2 Payments
61.2.1-  Clerk – M Binfield – November  salary £176.16 – ratified
61.2.2 - Inland Revenue – Tax for Clerk’s salary - £43.80 – ratified
61.2.3 – Contract Systems – New ‘12th Century Church sign - £90.00 – ratified
61.2.4 - Ian Redfern – Lengthman October fees - £258.00 – ratified

61.2.5 – Election re-charge – Invoice to be forwarded 


61.2.6 – Clerk – M Binfield –December salary £176.16 – approved


61.2.7 – Inland Revenue – Tax for Clerk’s salary - £43.80 - approved
61.2.8 – Ashbourne Town Band – Deposit for booking-Queen’s Diamond Jubilee - £50.00 –ratified 
61.3 Monies Received

61.3.1 – SCC – Community Footpath Grant 2011 scheme - £280.00

61.3.2 – SMDC – Lengthman Scheme qtrly payment - £174.75



61.3.3  - Car park Honesty Boxes

 Playing Field car park  £26.32        Toilet Car Park £44.43
62 Playing Field Matters


62.1 Play Area Safety Check Confirmation – 11.12.2011
62.2 Playing Field Maintenance – The Risk Assessment Asset register was to be updated to include any new equipment.
62.3 Request for Playing Field to be used as Wedding venue – No further contact had been made and it was agreed that the field would not be suitable.

62.4 Car Park – honesty box – report on any monies collected prior to November meeting





Playing Field Car Park –  £12.37      Toilet Car Park  - £15.26


63 Precept 2012 – A draft precept was circulated and discussed at the meeting.  This was to be finalised by January.  All Councillors stressed that any increase must be kept to a minimum.
64 Risk Assessment Policy – An update was carried out and this will be available for the external Auditor on his next visit.
65 Meeting Dates for 2012/2013  - Dates were agreed and would be booked with the Village Hall.
66 General Village Matters

66.1 – Abandoned Car – This matter is still ongoing with regular contact with SCC and the DVLA.


66.2 – Signage – Millway Lane – Letter received from Angela Nutter, Highways (e-mailed to Councillors)
Cllr Peat and Clerk to follow up the matter of extra signage, also to contact Highways with regard to the collapsed wall at the bottom of Millway Lane which is their responsibility.
66.3 – Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Celebrations – Arrangements in hand for a street party and an application has been made to close the road (Church Lane).  The Ashbourne Band is booked for the occasion and the ‘Jubilee’ trees would be delivered to the village at the beginning of March.  It was agreed that a site meeting would take place on 8th January with a view to the tree planting event being scheduled for the weekend of 24th/25th March, when we would also incorporate the village annual spring clean.

66.4 – Letter from Village Hall Committee regarding funding – See Public Forum
66.5 – Winter Gritting – It has been established that The Pinch is at present still being gritted but this would be carefully monitored.  Extra grit has been placed in problem areas.

66.6 – Lengthman Hours for information 
66.7 – ‘Bill’s Bulletin from Brussels’ – Bill Newton-Dunn, MEP, had made an approach via the website to ask if bulletins could be placed but it was not felt appropriate.  However, it was agreed that a link should be provided to both the MEP and MP, together with information on local Councillors.
66.8 – Feedback from meeting with Leek police – Various matters had been covered following the meeting with Sgt Lee Fowler, Deputy Commander, Staffordshire Moorlands.  He asked that people be aware of the National non-emergency  number  101 for any police force in the country, including the community police.  Staffordshire Police are also supporting a free property register service where individuals can register any equipment or possessions by registering at www.immobilise.com.  He also outlined a course in conjunction with the Fire and Rescue service covering driving conditions which was aimed at young people.
67 Correspondence in
68 Any Other Business 
68.1 – Planning Matters – NP/SM/0711/0677 – Proposed change of use of agricultural land to caravan and camping site – Upper Hurst Farm, Hulme End – Permission Granted subject to conditions


68.2 – Peter Frost Lengthman – Invoice July-Nov 2011 - £422.18 – approved


68.3 – Receipt of Half Yearly lengthman payment SMDC - £200.00 - noted
68.4 – Submission of Grant Application form – PCC – All Councillors agreed to a grant of £2,000 in support of this project. 
68.5 – Report on pot hole outside Lode Close, Lode Lane – Ref: 11116308 – Classified Cat.3 – this matter to be followed up.

68.6 – It was noted that the overgrown hedges along Gipsy Lane had been cut back as requested.

68.7 – Letter received from Anne Morgan, Parishioner, detailing problems with various trees in the village and agreeing to consult with the Parish Council  on how to alleviate this situation.  She is experienced in these matters and has offered help at no cost to the village.  Anne to be asked to attend the next meeting.
68.8 – Maureen Binfield, Clerk, handed letter of resignation to Cllr Griffin, the date quoted being 31st March 2012.

69 Date of Next Meeting – 25th January 2012
