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Alfred Bailey, the son of James Bailey 
and Hannah Knight, was born about 
September 1890 in Hanson Grange, near 
Alstonefield.   
 
His father, James (1833-1913) married 
Hannah Knight (1851-1893) in 1872 and 
they had 15 children, Alfred being the 
youngest, who survived through infancy.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Alfred’s siblings were William (1873-1920), Mary Emily (1874-1945), Sarah (1876-
1905), James (1877-1885), Joseph (1880-1931), Eliza (1881-1883), Alice (1882-
1920), Martha Jane (1885-1968), Francis Clifford (1887-1956) & Ruth (1889-1969).  
A further 4 siblings, Samuel, Annie, Herbert & Harry all died in infancy. 
 
 
Prior to his marriage to Hannah, James was married to Mary Moss, with whom he 
had 5 children. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Census records for 1891, finds the family living and farming at Upper Hanson, 
Drury Lane, Newton Grange. 
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In 1901, the address is recorded at Hanson Grange.  By this stage James is a 
widower, with his eldest son, William recorded as working the farm with him.  
Alfred at aged 10 is assumed to be at school but no details are recorded. 
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Moving forward another 10 years to 1911, the family, albeit reduced in number as 
the children have married and moved from the home, are still at Hanson Grange.  
At this stage, Alfred, aged 20, is recorded as working on the farm. 
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Just over 3 years after this census was taken the 1st World War broke out.  Alfred, 
who had been living with his sisters at Clay Poole, Alstonefield, enlisted on 13 
November 1914 in Buxton, joining the Sherwood Foresters.  He was in training in 
Buxton, Luton, Epping and Dunstable.   
 
In June 1915 he left Southampton for Rouen, France, joining No8 Entrenching 
Battalion on 25 July 1915.  Alfred subsequently joined C Company 6th Battalion 
Sherwood Foresters in the field at Verquin on 16 October 1915.  Here he was 
under the command of Captain E.M.B. Taylor. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Over the next 6 months, Alfred can be traced as follows: 
 
21/10/15  billeted at La Pugnoy 
28/10/15  billeted at Bethune 
06/11/15  billeted at La Couture 
13/11-14/11 in the trenches at Neuve Chapelle – right sector, right sub-

section 
17/11-20/11  in the trenches a Neuve Chapelle – left sector 
23/11-27/11 in the trenches at Neuve Chapelle – right sector, right sub-

section 
27/11-30/11  billeted at Yves Chapelle 
30/11-03/12  in the trenches at Neuve Chapelle – right sector, right sub-

section 
04/12/15   billeted at Richeburg 
06/12/15   billeted at Robecq 
24/12/15  billeted at Boeseghem 
26/12/15   billeted at Isbergues 
06/01/16  Taken by train to Marseille – the Sherwood Foresters were due 

to be sent to Egypt to fight, this did not happen so they were 
posted back to the Western Front 

03/02 – 10/02  billeted at Coulonvillers 
10/02 – 20/02 billeted at Beaumetz (during this time he may have been 

working on the construction of the Candas to Acheux railway 
line) 

20/02 – 29/02  billeted at Puchervillers 
29/02 – 06/03 billeted at Beauval  
06/03 – 09/03 billeted at Ivergny 
09/03 – 10/03  billeted at Maizieres 
10/03 – 25/03 in the trenches at Mont St Eloi – right sector opposite LaFolie 

Farm 
25/03 – 27/03 billeted at Acq 
27/03 – 03/04 in the trenches at Mont St Eloi – right sector 
03/04 – 09/04 billeted at Acq 
09/04 – 10/04 in the trenches at Mont St Eloi 
 
 
 



 
 
Alfred’s medal card 
shows that he was 
awarded the 15 Star, 
Victory Medal and 
British War medal, 
all for campaign 
services. 
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Alfred was killed in action,  on 10 April 1916, by the explosion of a shell.  He is 
buried at Ecoivres Military Cemetery, Mont-St Eloi. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A memorial service for Alfred was 
held in the Wesleyan Chapel 
Alstonefield, details of which were 
reported in the Ashbourne News on 
12 May 1916. 
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He is also remembered on his parent’s headstone in Alstonefield churchyard. 
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