
ALSTONEFIELD PARISH COUNCIL
The Clerk to the Council: Maureen Binfield: 01335 310146

c/o The Village Hall, Alstonefield, Ashbourne, Derbyshire. DE6 2FR 
Councillors: Neil Beloe (310253).  Dot Griffin (310249).  Ben Hammond (310215).  Sue Lake (310309).   

Frank Lipp (310302).  Noel Peat (310352).  Cathy Reavy (310125). 
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 21st May 2008 at Alstonefield Village Hall

Present:  Cllr N Beloe, Cllr B Hammond, Cllr D. Griffin, Cllr Lake (in the Chair), Cllr. F Lipp, Cllr. N. Peat, Cllr. C. Reavy and Mrs M. Binfield (Clerk). Two members of the public were also present. 
Apologies: None

Unless otherwise stated, all resolutions minuted below, were proposed, seconded and  then agreed by all councillors present. Only where a proposal is opposed will details be given.
18 Election of Officers 

18.1 Election of Chairman – Cllr Lake was proposed and seconded and duly elected.

18.2 Council decided not to elect a vice chairman for this year.

19 Apologies – none 
20 Declaration of Interest (on Agenda items) – none.
20.1 Councillors attested that their formal statements of financial and other interests remain the same as their declarations when accepting office.
21 Minutes of the previous meeting – approved and signed
22 Clerk’s Report 
5.1 Speeding and Village Signs – contact Gill Heath (SMDC) and Edwin Wain (SCC)

5.2 Village Greens Clerk to liaise with parishioner for contact
5.1 Public Toilets (Milldale) – contact Gill Heath (SMDC) and Edwin Wain (SCC)                 
5.2 Fingerposts – the Clerk to make it clear to potential users that the materials, design and size of pointers must be approved by Council before installation.  
5.3 Interruption to electricity supply – winter warm packs – publicised in newsletter  

9.5 Planning potential assessment request – insufficient information – no further action
23 Election of Officers to outside bodies 

23.1 Village Hall Committee Representative – Cllr Lipp appointed
24 Year-end Report and Accounts (2007/08) – with the addition of Lode Quarry to the land assets register, the draft was approved and signed 

25 Annual Audit Return – agreed to hold an EGM on 17th June specifically to agree the audit return documentation  

26 Audit Review/Action List – up-date of 15/05/2008 amended re items 7 and 24.


26.1 – item 7 – Governance and Accountability guide – copied to disk – access via Clerk

26.2 – item 24 – Risk Assessment policy draft referred to next meeting  
27 Financial Matters

27.1 Financial statement (2008/09) – bank reconciliation – statement ruled off at 28th April 2008 and initialled by the RFO and Cllr Peat as correct. Spend to date v. budget statement approved.
27.2 Groundsman sundries - £60.04 – Ratified

27.3 SPCA In-House Training Course Fee - £70.00 – Ratified 

27.4 Audit Commission Annual 06/07 Fee - £141.00 – Ratified 

27.5 Strimmer maintenance - £22.50 – Ratified 
27.6 Authorise Payment Insurance Renewal – annual fee - £609.44 
Resolved: to vire the sum of £60 from the Chairman’s Allowance budget heading to the Insurances budget heading in order to meet the increased cost of this item. Annual Renewal fee then authorised  

27.7 To note monies received – 
Recycling £303.45




      

SMCD Lengthman grant - £200.00




      

SCC Lengthman grant - £329.50




      

Cricket Club playing field hire - £55.00




      

Car Boot x two events - £85.00




      

Precept half–year payment - £4978.50 

CHAIRMAN: ………………………………………………. DATE: ……………………………………

27.8 To note VAT claim submission - £149.58  
27.9 Parish Newsletter donation

Resolved: to donate £20.00 to the Parish Newsletter 
27.10 Five-a-Side Youth Group donation 
Resolved: to make a donation (not exceeding £20 and including the £6.52 remaining in the Youth Fund) to the Five-A-Side Group. Clerk to liaise to agree suitable item      
 
28 Standing Orders 
28.1 Council – draft policy document approved unchanged
28.2 Chairman’s Standing Orders are statutory and cannot be amended – copy with Clerk for reference
29 Financial Regulations – draft policy document approved unchanged
30 Risk Assessment Draft Policy – referred to next meeting

31 Land Assets Review – report by Cllr Hammond: established: Council has absolute title to Homestead Garden and Playing Field – will register addresses to c/o Village Hall; Council has squatters rights to Greenhill Tip – will proceed to full registration; further action required establish title to Archford Moor and Lode Quarry. Report to next meeting.  

32 Assets Maintenance Schedule – draft approved 
33 Report from Village Hall Committee 


33.1 Year-End Report and Accounts received and minuted


33.2 Key Holding – policy noted

33.3 Custodian Trusteeship – decision by VHC to remove the custodian trusteeship from the Council and vest it with the Official Custodian for Charities noted. Clerk to inform VHC that until Council is notified that this change is confirmed, to comply with our legal duty, Council still requires confirmation that the deeds cannot be accessed without the Council’s express permission.  
34 Playing Field Matters


33.1 Play Area safety inspection check  - verified checked 13/05/2008
33.2 Repair to Car Park surface – Cllr Lipp to investigate grant potential – report to next meeting 
35 Lengthman Matters – use of weed killer – agreed to minimum use possible 
36 Consultation Day Report – awaiting report back from CVS

37 Planning Matters

37.1 NP/SM/0308/0226 – Archford Moor Farm conservatory – PDNPA planning approved

37.2 NP/SM/0208/0160 – The Hollow – replacement windows – PDNPA planning approved
38 Council Tax Assessment – discrepancy between actual Precept increase of 1.7% and the 6.2% quoted on Council Tax demands is as a result of a 4.2% drop in band D equivalent housing stock – discussion on-going with local taxation manager to ensure this is fully explained on tax demands in future.
39 Parish Open Records Day – 7th June
40 Web Site – Clerk to liaise with Parwich Clerk to investigate methodology and costs 
41 Audit Commission Enquiry and ICO Enquiry 

41.1 Audit Commission – still withholding completion of 2006/07 audit return pending final decision re enquiry

41.2 ICO – now in receipt of same documentation as Audit Commission – awaiting decision on next steps    
42 Correspondence In – For Information 
43 Date of Next Meeting – EGM 17th June, 7.00 June (small meeting room) – OGM 2nd July at 7.00pm in Alstonefield Village Hall.
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