Private John Lomas
John Lomas was born in the last quarter of 1871 in Fawfieldhead, nr Longnor,
Staffordshire. He was the fourth child of Elias (1845-1903) and Elizabeth (nee
Beresford 1844-1915) Lomas.
His siblings were Annie (born 1868), Lydia (born 1868), Herbert (born 1870),
George (born 1873) and Isaac (born 1878)

In the first census record for John in 1881, he is living at the Cottage,
Fawfieldhead, Longnor, with all the family apart from his 2 older sisters. His
father was a Farm Labourer.

(1)

In 1891, John has moved from the family home and is boarding at 28 Peace
Street, Hanley, Staffordshire. He lists his occupation as a collier and is aged 18.

(2)

A further 10 years on in 1901, John is still a miner but is now a boarder at 34
Birch Street, Hanley. His age is now recorded as 26 (only 8 years older than 10
years previously)

(3)

In 1911, John is still boarding at 34 Birch Street. His occupation is more
specifically described as a Coal Miner Hewer. A Hewer is the actual coaldigger.

(4)

John enlisted on 11 December 1915
in Hanley. At the time he was living
at 114 Keeling Lane, Hanley and gave
his age as 39. This would have
meant he was born about 1876,
some 5 years after his actual birth
year. It is possible that he fabricated
his age to enable him to enlist.
John was assigned to the Army
Reserves the next day, although
continued to work as a miner at the
Deep Pit mine in Hanley.

(5)

On 29 January 1917 he had a medical which records that he was 5’ 7½” and
weighed 141lbs. He was mobilised on 12 February 1917 into 4th Battalion,
Prince of Wales’s (North Staffordshire Regiment) and posted on 16 February
1917. He was sent to North Yorkshire for training.

John died on 7 March 1917 in the Military
Hospital Redcar, whilst training. According to
army records he was 41 years of age. He had
only been called up 23 days previously. The
cause of death was acute bronchitis.
He is buried at Christ Church Coatham Redcar.

(6)

In addition he is remembered on his parent’s
headstone in St Peter’s Church Alstonefield,
where his correct age of 45 is recorded.

(7)

A copy of his short service record is below

(8)
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