Private John Bennington

John Bennington was born in 1895 in
Milldale. He was baptised in St Peter’s
church Alstonefield on 4 August 1895, the
only child of Alice Bennington. As no father
is recorded on the baptism record it is
assumed that his father was unknown. He
was raised by his grandparents, John and
Hannah Bennington.

John Bennington with his grandfather,
John Murrell Bennington, 1900 (1)

In 1901, John was living with his widowed grandfather, John Bennington and
his Aunt, Annie Bennington.
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After his grandfather died in 1901, John went to live with his mother at

Woolley Moor, near Alfreton, where she had been occupied as a servant in the
census of that year.



In 1911, John had moved back to the Alstonefield area, where he was recorded
in the census as a servant on a farm on Wetton. He was living with William and
Hannah Highton (his mother’s sister)
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Shortly after the outbreak of the War, John enlisted, in Derby to the 1*
Battalion of the Sherwood Foresters (Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire
Regiment) No 14009.
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John was involved in the attack on Contalmaison village which started on 8 July
1916. Unfortunately, he was severely wounded and taken to the military
hospital in Etaples, but died there of his wounds on 11 August 1916. He is
buried at the Etaples Military Cemetery, France.

A memorial service
was held at St Peter’s
church, Alstonefield,
which was reported in
the Ashbourne News
on 15 September
1915.
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| Memorial Service.—On Sunday last, a
 memorial service for the late Private John
| Bennington was held during the svening service
iut the parish church, Alstonefield. Portions
{from the burial service were taken instead of}
the usual prayers, and the hymns “ Peace, per-
|fect peace;” *“ Fight the goed fight,”” and “On
| the Resurrection morningd’ were sung. The
|Rev. A. E. Bxown (vicar) conducted the service,
and preached a most comforting and helpful
sermon. A large congregaticr assembled to do
honour to the memory of the fallen soldier, and
joined feelingly in the service. Private John
Bennington was a natice of Mill Dale, and he
enlisted in the Sherwood Foresters amongst the

1first recruits after the outbreak of war. He

was severely wounded early this. summer, and
succumbed to his injuries at the beginning of
August, being in his twenty-first year. The

|greatest sympathy is-felt ‘with his relatives and

friends.
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