
Rifleman Herbert Spencer Trafford 

 

 

 

 

Herbert (Bert) Trafford, the son of 
James Bailey and Hannah Knight, was 
born about September 1897 in Leek, 
Staffordshire.  

 

His father, William (1859-1933) 
married Betsy Eliza Mears (1859-1933) 
in 1880 and they had 8 children: 
William (born 1881), Sarah Annie (born 
1883), Percy Mears (born 1884), Jessie 
(born 1886), Rowland James (born 
1888), Hilda Betsy (born 1890), 
Raymond (born 1894) and Herbert 
(born 1897) 
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Census records for 1901, do not find Bert or his parents, although all his surviving 
siblings can be found.  It is not known why this is the case. 

 



In 1911, the family is recorded at Spencer House, Newcastle Road, Leek.  His 
father is a master tailor as is his older brother Percy.  Bert is still at school at this 
time.   

(2) 

  

The War broke out in 1914 and on 10 November 1915, Bert, who was by then a 
farmer at Paddock House, Alstonefield, enlisted.  He enlisted in Helmsley, 
Yorkshire into the Yeoman Rifles (King’s Royal Rifle Corps).  The 21st (Service) 
Battalion (Yeoman Rifles) were formed in September 1915 from volunteers from 
the farming communities of Yorkshire, Northumberland and Durham by the 
Northern Command. They moved to Duncombe Park at Helmsley. 

Bert’s enlistment papers show that he was 5’ 8.5” and weighed 126lbs.  He was of 
fresh complexion, with light brown hair and blue eyes.  His next of kin is recorded 
William Trafford, his father, of 15 Brook Street, Leek. 

In October 1915, the Battalion moved to Aldershot.  Whilst there, Bert was 
punished for being absent without a pass from midnight to 07.45 on 21 February 
1916.  His punishment for this offence was 4 days confined to barracks. 

 



4 May 1916 the Battalion landed in France, subsequently moving to the Ypres 
sector and billets near the village of Ballieul for three weeks of training to 
familiarise them with the arts of trench warfare before they moved into the line 
for the first time as a fighting unit at Ploegsteert. 

Bert was killed in action, in the field, on 24 June 1916, little more than 7 weeks 
after arriving in France.  

Shortly before daylight on the morning of 24 June, Bert was looking over the 
parapet of his trench towards the enemy lines for any sign of activity.  This was 
the dawn ‘stand-to’ when a sudden attack by the Germans was a possibility.  A 
sniper, his rifle trained for such an opportunity, took aim and fired.  Bert Trafford 
was shot through the head and died instantly.   

 

He is buried in the Berks Cemetery Extension, Belgium.   
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In addition he is remembered on the Nicholson War Memorial in Leek. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

News of Bert’s death was recorded in the Leek 
Times dated July 1 1916.   

 

The article included a copy of the letter sent to 
his parents from his platoon officer, T R Hervey 
2nd Lieutenant.  In it he details how Bert died 
and also expresses what a good man he was 
and how well liked he was by everyone. 
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During his service he was awarded the Victory medal and the British War Medal 
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