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Introduction 

A warm welcome to „A Festival of Angels‟ presented by Alstonefield Arts & Craft Group,  led 

by Cathy Reavy and Jani Barnard.  The Angels theme came from a discussion Jani had about 

the bible quotation ‘Be not forgetful to entertain strangers, for thereby some have entertained 

angels unawares’ (Hebrews 13:2).We have aimed to use a pastel colour palette for the Angels 

where possible, with holly & ivy providing the „greenery‟.  There are a number of hand-made 

items for sale by silent auction, where you may leave sealed bids in envelopes provided. We do 

hope that you enjoy our Exhibition and we ask you to donate generously for our good causes, 

more information about which can be found in Church. Forgotten your camera? Photographs 

from the exhibition will be published shortly in the „gallery‟ on our village website at 

www.alstonefield.org  

 

The White Area by the Font 

The area by the font has been transformed into an area of pure white. Jani has designed and 

created the two large angels with layers of stiffened muslin. The gold-winged „caligraphy angel‟ 

on canvas is also by Jani. The three little angels making music are by Doris Goodwin. The 

white & cream hangings have been worked by Cathy to the same design as the large angel 

banners and one is for sale by silent auction.  

 

The Large Angel Banners 
Designed by Cathy, the banners were a real team project – everyone in the group has worked on 

them.  Originally inspired by the hangings in Manchester Cathedral, Cathy made a smaller 

„rough‟ prototype in satin to work out the process (which can be seen and handled today).  Read 

the full story of how we made the banners in our display in Church. 

 

Ivy Trees 
Jani, Sylvia, Ann & Cathy created the ivy „trees‟ using balls of oasis, which have been 

decorated with small items that the wider community helped to make in open workshops. 

 

Stumpwork Rings 

Angel Designs by Jane Dewberry. Worked by Cathy & Jani (and the one in cream by Pam 

Rigg). Christmas berry design by Jane Nicholas and worked by Cathy. Stumpwork is raised 

embroidery with origins in the 17
th

 century. Each individual part of the angel is painstakingly 

worked by hand before being attached to the main picture. The three blue pieces are for 

individual sale by silent auction. 

 

Calligraphy  

With so much prose, verse, biblical quotations & hymns concerning Angels, we were keen to 

present a cross-section using calligraphy. Jani has mounted the work and has also penned many 

of the pieces herself, including the small painted angels. 

 

Crewelwork on the Pillars 

Angel with Trumpet design by Cathy; Ivy & Christmas Rose by Jani. Cathy worked out the 

stitches for these designs and tutored us in one of our favourite types of embroidery. Cathy‟s 

Angel and Jani‟s Ivy are for sale by silent auction; the designs/making instructions are also for 

sale. 

http://www.alstonefield.org/
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Angels from around the World,  
When we researched the subject of Angels, we realised that every part of the world has a 

different idea of what an Angel looks like. Jani had the idea of putting these all together using 

transfer dye printing (displayed near the tower). Some designs are our own and others were 

sourced online. 

 

Silk Embroidery Panels 

Designed by Cathy, the challenge was to come up with different ideas for working each of the 

small angels. The work has been joined together to make two large panels edged in pale green 

silk dupion and hung across the Norman arch at the entrance to the chancel. Worked by Sylvia 

Armitt, Jani Barnard, Liz Bownes, Pen Gilman, Cathy Reavy & Barbara Simpson. 

 

Stained Glass Embroidery 
The original concept came from Pam Rigg, whose circular design we all attempted but only 

Tina Lucas completed. Tina‟s work is displayed here, as well as Pam‟s original design. Jani 

then adapted the idea for angels with three new designs, displayed against the windows. 

 

Table Runners 
Worked on dark green linen in white and ivory, the design is simply couched onto the fabric, 

which is then fringed & backed.  Jani organised this project and we were encouraged to bring 

our own designs.  Two table runners are for sale by silent auction (by Liz Bownes & Cathy 

Reavy). 

 

Christmas Stockings on the Pews 

These have been adapted from the design we used at our second Christmas Tree Festival. Linda 

Munn has organised this part of the Exhibition and has been working hard to complete the last 

few stockings. 

 

Other Angels 

Large Angel Photographs taken in Cemeteries in Basel, Switzerland, by Brian Ross 

Hosts of Feather Angels by Pen Gilman 

Mosaic Angel of our poster logo by Brian Hawkins, inspired by a trip to Cyprus. 

Beaded & Safety Pin Angels designed by Pam Rigg. Many also produced by Carol Harrison. 

Calligraphy Angels on sticks from a pattern supplied by Margaret Sharples 

Crepe Paper Sparkly Angels & Ribboned Angels by Jani Barnard 

Straw Angels, one design by Peter Shelley, the other sourced from the internet. 

Angel of the North by Cathy Reavy (for sale by silent auction) 

Blue quilt with an Angel theme by Joanna Griffin 

Small knitted Angels by Jean Goodwin & Carol Harrison 

Larger knitted Angel by Dorothy Critchlow 

Paper Sculpture Angel by Doris Goodwin, Founder of Alstonefield Arts & Craft Group 

Questions & Answers about Angels supplied by Margaret & Ken Sharples 

Crepe bandage angels donated by Nurse Jane McCabe 

Small patchwork angel donated by Eileen Skinner (for sale by silent auction) 
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Children’s Art 

We have had visits from several children this year at our open workshops – amongst them Ruby 

(a regular), Emma, Peter, Ceci, Ella & Lydia and this has been our inspiration for the Children‟s 

Art Competition,  the fruits of which have helped us to decorate the Church during the Festival. 

The competition will be judged on Thursday by Alstonefield Artists, Jean Goodwin and 

Margaret Sharples, using the criteria of „the picture they would most like to take home‟. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------ 

Enjoyed the exhibition?  We would welcome your comments / feedback in our Visitors Book 

and please log on to the Forum at www.alstonefield.org to post your views online. We also 

thank you for donating generously. All profits from the exhibition and refreshments will be 

divided equally between Katharine House Hospice in Stafford, St. Peter‟s Church Water Project 

and the Alstonefield Village Hall Extension project. 

 

Thanks 

There are so many people to thank and it is impossible to mention them all.  But in particular, 

Carrie Ross for organising the Festival Cafe with support from Margaret Cohen, Ann 

Colclough and a massive number of helpers from the community. 

Ann Colclough for the flower displays in Church 

John Reavy for managing the signage, assisted by Frank Lipp 

Alan Barnard for hanging of the banners, assisted by Paul Binfield and Rob Handscombe  

John & Linda Munn for organising the Exhibition lighting 

Brian Ross for his Angel Photography and website gallery photographs  

Notty Hornblower for supplying contacts for marketing purposes 

The Children for their pictures & the Judges, Jean Goodwin & Margaret Sharples 

Jo Wood for the candles lighting the Church path at night  

Andrew & Liz Bownes for the tubs of holly outside Church  

Everyone who donated produce and items for the Christmas hampers 

and finally, Anne Ballard & En Hudson for staging the Concluding Concert 

 

Festival Cafe Refreshments & Produce for Sale 
Morning coffee, light lunches and afternoon tea are being served at the Festival Cafe in our 

Village Hall from 11.00 am. until 5.00 pm, and until 6.00 pm. on Sunday (go out of the church 

gate, turn left and then left again). We are also selling Christmas hampers and produce.  

 

Concluding Concert – Sunday 4
th

 December, 6.30 pm. 

Run as part of the St. Peter‟s Concert Programme, “When Angels Sang ......... An Evening of 

Music for Voice & Harp” will be performed by Anne-Christina Ballard, soprano and En 

Hudson, harpist.  Tickets are £8 for adults, including a glass of wine, and can be obtained 

during the Exhibition today or on the door.  

 

Alstonefield Arts & Craft Group 
Jani Barnard, Cathy Reavy (Joint Organisers), Pen Gilman (Treasurer), Sylvia Armitt,  Liz 

Bownes, Jean Goodwin, Carol Harrison, Tina Lucas, Linda Munn, Pam Rigg, Carrie Ross, 

Barbara Simpson (members 2011) and Audrey Chambers (2010). Meeting on Tuesday 

afternoons, we welcome and need new members from the local area. Enquiries to 01335 310125 

or 310366, or visit our webpage at www.alstonefield.org  

../../AppData/Local/Temp/www.alstonefield.org
http://www.alstonefield.org/

