
FARMER	WRECKS	ASHBOURNE	
	
	

	
Outstanding	bowling	performance	from	Andy	Farmer	

	
	
There	 is	 a	 keen	 rivalry	 these	 days	 between	 the	 big	 town	 club	
established	 in	 1890	 and	 the	 hill	 top	 village	 club	 116	 years	 younger.	
Alstonefield	CC	had	the	better	of	a	tense	affair	at	The	Rec	in	May	and	
expected	a	strong	Ashbourne	CC	response	for	their	first	home	match	of	
the	season.	Everything	looked	set	fair	for	batting,	the	sun	was	shining,	
the	 pitch	 hard	 and	 true.	 And	 so	 it	 was,	 that	 after	 20	 overs	 the	
Gargoyles	had	reached	100	without	 loss.	Strange	then	that	the	match	
was	won	by	a	truly	outstanding	feat	of	bowling	by	Andy	Farmer,	who	
returned	the	club’s	best	ever	bowling	figures	of	5	wickets	for	5	runs	in	
a	spell	that	wiped	out	the	best	of	the	Ashbourne	batsmen.	



	
Will	Siddons	in	action		

	

Will	Siddons	was	in	tremendous	form	from	the	first	ball	and	Gargoyles’	
captain	 Andy	 Bray	 looked	 equally	 determined	 to	 build	 a	 winning	
platform.	100	without	loss	with	15	overs	left	to	attack	and	set	a	175	to	
180	target	was	the	plan.	Once	Siddons	had	reached	his	half	century	and	
Bray	had	been	run	out	on	45,	the	inevitable	collapse	arrived.	Ashbourne	
turned	to	their	most	experienced	bowlers	who	were	just	too	clever.	Hill	
and	 Duffy	 removing	 7	 Gargoyles	 for	 just	 27	 runs.	 The	 Gargoyles	 gave	
debuts	to	two	new	players.	Brian	Stack	looked	like	a	classy	batsman	and	
if	it	hadn’t	been	for	Toby	Railton’s	lusty	blows	for	20	valuable	runs,	the	
total	 would	 have	 really	 petered	 out.	 At	 tea,	 a	 score	 of	 144	may	 have	
been	 disappointing	 given	 the	 wonderful	 start,	 but	 was	 felt	 to	 be	
defendable.	

	



	 	
Skipper	Andy	Bray	in	determined	mood		

	
Ashbourne	 opened	 with	 proven	 run	 scorers	 in	 Stott	 and	 Hill.	Without	
dominating,	 these	 two	 looked	 comfortable	 accumulating	 at	 4	 runs	 an	
over	and	had	put	on	51,	when	Ian	McKay	had	Hill	trapped	leg	before	for	
28	and	quickly	removed	Zwolinski	in	his	next	over.	A	breakthrough,	but	
there	were	vastly	experienced	batsmen	queuing	up	to	win	 this	one	 for	
Ashbourne.	 Stott	was	 looking	more	 expansive	 now,	 progressing	 to	 35,	
when	Alan	Hayes’s	whiplash	throw	from	the	boundary	left	him	stranded	
and	 run	 out.	 84	 for	 3.	 Gabriel	 had	 played	 himself	 in	 nicely,	 when	 he	
powerfully	flicked	Siddons	off	his	pads,	only	for	Tony	Guest	to	snatch	the	
boundary	 bound	 ball	 from	 the	 air	 at	 square	 leg.	 Two	 	moments	 of	
brilliance	can	inspire	a	team,	but	what	followed	is	now	cricketing	legend.	
		



	
Bucolic,	barmy	and	beautiful	weather	at	Alstonefield	cricket	ground	

Andy	Farmer	has	an	enthusiasm	for	the	task	of	bowling	borne	out	of	his	
hugely	positive	demeanour	and	the	capacity	to	be	completely	oblivious	
to	the	reputation	of	his	batting	opponent.	No	complex	strategies,	simply	
his	 looping	 left	 arm	 brand	 of	 deception.	 After	 his	 first	 steady	 over,	
Farmer	 struck,	 once,	 twice,	 three	 times	 in	 a	 mesmerising	 second.	
Offering	a	tempting,	too	tempting	to	resist,	driveable	length,	McDermott	
was	 through	his	 shot	before	 the	ball	arrived	and	drove	uppishly	 to	 the	
dependably	 alert	 Simon	 Smith	 at	 short	mid-off.	 King	 picked	 the	wrong	
line	 and	was	 bowled	 round	 his	 legs.	 Then	 the	 big	 prize	 of	 Andy	Hill,	 a	
carbon	copy	of	a	tempting,	too	tempting	to	resist,	driveable	length	ball	
neatly	 dispatched	 into	 the	 hands	 of	 the	 still	 alert	 Simon	 Smith,	 still	 at	
short	 mid-off.	 84	 for	 7.	 Ashbourne	 captain	 Duffy	 has	 a	 reputation	 for	
heroic	resistance	and	match	winning	runs,	but	Farmer	doesn’t	read	The	
Stunner	and	having	worked	out	 the	difference	between	a	 left	hander’s	
and	 right	 hander’s	 off	 stump,	 bowls	 another	 looping,	 slightly	 shorter	
delivery	 to	 tempt	 Duffy	 into	 a	 square	 cut	 and	 to	 the	 batsman’s	 utter	
disbelief,	drag	on	to	his	stumps.	Marvellous	stuff.	Farmer	completed	his	
magical	 five	wicket	haul	by	removing	Joyce,	courtesy	of	a	sharper	 than	
average	diving	catch	at	short	leg.	Siddons	completed	the	rout	in	the	next	over.	91	
all	out.	
	Rivalry	there	may	be,	but	both	sides	revelled	in	a	glorious	afternoon’s	
cricket	 and	 the	 witnessing	 of	 Farmer’s	 entry	 into	 the	 pantheon	 of	
Gargoyle	legends.	
ALSTONEFIELD	 CC	 144	 FOR	 9	 BEAT	 ASHBOURNE	 CC	 	 91	 ALL	
OUT	BY	53	RUNS	


