ALSTONEFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

The Clerk to the Council- Liz Court, tel. no: 01538 702077
c/o The Village Hall, Alstonefield, Ashbourne, Derbyshire. DE6 2FR 
Councillors: Nick Bonsall (310262).  Dot Griffin (310249).
Frank Lipp (310302).  Noel Peat (310000).  Cathy Reavy (310125).
 Kevin Stockton (310347) Rupert Hignett (310389)
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 3rd October 2012 at Alstonefield Village Hall.

Present:  Cllr D Griffin (Chair), Cllr N Peat, Cllr N Bonsall, Cllr F Lipp, Cllr R Hignett, Cllr K Stockton, Cllr C Reavy and Liz Court (Clerk) 
Cllr E Wain of SMDC and two members of the public were also present.
47 Public Forum – no items were raised.
48 Minutes of Previous Meeting – agreed and signed
49 Declarations of Interest -  Cllr D Griffin declared an interest regarding the planning application for West Side Mill with a commercial connection to the property owners. 
50 Alstonefield.org website & Community Bank account –Councillor Reavy discussed the web technology and the issues that have arisen out of the system being used. The community income which has totalled £321.00 so far was broken down and the use of the community bank account also covered. The dwindling use of the forum was mentioned but this is likely to increase now due to the new facility in the Village Hall. The costs of the website were also discussed in light of possibly needing to upgrade our hosting package due to the size of the site. The traffic on the site continues to grow year on year and is used by both local residents and visitors to the area. 
Future areas for development were also noted – there are several plug ins that are outdated or cause clashes with other aspects of the site. The site may need to come in line with the new cookie control legislation – especially if Google analytics is installed. The theme will need to be changed eventually – the current theme is no longer being maintained by the developer. Areas of the website that are heavily used and may be developed further are those covering the history and photographs. With the new internet facility in the Village Hall, this opens up the opportunities to train the community and to look for more volunteers to assist with maintaining the site.
51 Speeding issues within the Parish 

There was discussion of the issues with reference to correspondence from Mr K Sharples. The Clerk was asked to put an article forward for the newsletter (copy deadline of 22nd October) regarding the problems of speeding through the parish and encouraging local drivers to stick to the 30mph limit. An email from Angela Nutter regarding traffic calming measures was read to the meeting and an upcoming site meeting was noted. Councillor Stockton gave details regarding Community Speedwatch and offered to follow up the possibility of starting a group with PCSO Paul Flowers. The matter is to be put onto the next Agenda with feedback on both Speedwatch and on the meeting with Angela Nutter of SCC. 


Clerk to action
52 Planning Matters

52.1 Planning application for Westside Mill was discussed. After a vote, the majority had no objections to the application.
52.2 Feedback regarding PPA Committee meeting over planning application for Upper Hurst Farm was given
52.3 Planning Application NP/SM/0912/0891, Relocate oil tank and existing boundary wall , The Old School House – no objections
52.4 Planning application for Lower Hurst Farm – no objections


Clerk to action
53 Financial Matters

53.1 Grant for £280.00 towards Defib. Project as offered by Cllr E Wain requested.

 53.2 Payments

53.2.1 Invoice from I Redfern for -£148.00 plus £14.00 expenses - ratified
 53.2.2 Audit Commission – Audit for 2011/12 - £162.00 - ratified
53.2.3 Cathy Reavy – domain name fee -£20.40 -ratified
53.2.4 Clerk’s wages for 2nd Quarter as contracted £775.40 - ratified 
53.2.5 Playdale invoice for swing seats, bolts and covers for play area £313.56 - ratified
 53.3 Monies Received and banked




53.3.1  - Car Park Honesty Boxes

Playing Field Car Park  - £23.71
Toilet Car Park- £27.91

53.3.2 – Car Boot Sale Rental - £70.00


53.4 The date for the Precepting meeting was set for 7.00pm on 28th November at the Chair’ house
54 Playing Field Matters

54.1 Play Area Safety Check Confirmation 20th September 2012 A report was given on work done since the last meeting by Andrew Griffin who repaired a screw on the Multiplay and  fitted new swing seats and covers. Many thanks were extended to Mr Griffin for all the work he does to maintain this facility. 
54.2 A quotation for resurfacing of play area was considered. The options were discussed and it was agreed to       continue to repair the surface in the short term with an eye to eventual replacement being required.
54.3  Playing Field on-going maintenance folder  - checked

54.4 Mowing of playing field for 2013 season – The options were discussed briefly and it was decided that an additional meeting with the Cricket Club would be needed to decide how to take this matter forward.
54.5 Car Park monies collected prior to October meeting






Playing Field Car Park  - £56.74
Toilet Car Park- £27.91

Also £70.00 Car Boot money from 30th September 2012. 

The Clerk was asked to speak to Abi Ball at the Peak Park to suggest an additional box at Milldale.









Clerk to action
55 General Parish Matters

55.1  Community Bulk Oil Buying Scheme - discussed
55.2  Neighbourhood Highways team visit report from work done on last visit 24th August 2012  - some branch cutting noted
55.3 Storage of village sports equipment as per R Shuttlewood’s query – Chair to contact
55.4  Street lighting Initiative  - The Council was happy for this to proceed
55.5  Mountain Bike Riders using public footpaths in the Parish – this led to discussion regarding the legalities of bikes using footpaths and how to signpost and notify. The Clerk was asked to speak to both the Peak Park Ranger and to the Footpaths Officer at SCC. This led to Councillor Stockton’s information regarding visitors to the area and a code of conduct or similar. Councillor Peat offered to look into any overarching organisations for groups such as the Duke of Edinburgh Awards Scheme who could point out some of the issues currently being experienced around litter, traffic, damage and so on. 
55.6  Riverbank erosion at Milldale – Councillor Peat reported that he will attend a meeting with Peak Park, SCC. SMDC and the Environment Agency later this month regarding the erosion under the disabled car ark. It was noted that the ownership of this land is not clear but probably falls to the Peak Park. 
55.7  Update regarding the road sign at The Pinch – An emailed update was read to the meeting. The Clerk was also asked to report that the white lines at Oxclose Lane need repainting.
Clerk to action
55.8  SCC CPI grant application scheme 2012 - £750 has been granted – cheque to be received shortly.
55.9  Replacement of old wooden posts on grass verges past toilet car park in Alstonefield – the cost of replacements will be researched by the Chair.
55.10 Toilet signage – it has been noted that additional signage would be useful. The Chair offered to look into the costs.
56 Correspondence in – all noted. 
The Clerk was asked to investigate whether the information on the Rural Hubs Partnership newsletter could be of use when looking for funding to the mowing of the playing field. 
Clerk to action
57 Any Other Business 
Councillor Peat queried whether there was to be a change in the running of the First Responders – no one was aware of this.

Councillor Hignett reported that the overhanging branches at The Pinch are hitting the telephone lines. This needs to be dealt with and the Clerk was asked to contact Openreach. 
Clerk to action

Councillor Hignett also notified the Council that there may be a canoeist attempting to navigate the Upper Dove. 

Councillor Lipp gave an update on where the parish grass mowers are being stored. He also requested the Council’s agreement for Mr Redfern to service the machines over the winter. This was agreed.

Councillor Stockton offered to draft a code for visitors to be displayed in the car parks and so on, based on the countryside code. It was agreed to put this on the next agenda. 
Clerk to action

Councillor Griffin reported that there had been complaints regarding dog fouling on the main village green. Signs are to be laminated and put up where appropriate. 

Clerk to action

Councillor Griffin also reported complaints regarding an advertising board on the lower green. Whilst it was felt that this does not strictly cause an obstruction, this led to a discussion regarding the parking in the area which does cause visual obstruction for other drivers. The Clerk was asked to check the status of parking spaces with the planning authority with reference to The George. 


Clerk to action

58 Date of Next Meeting -  Wednesday 14th November 2012

Council meetings are open to the public. Members of the public are also entitled to see the reports presented, if these are not subsequently published as part of the minutes and therefore automatically in the public record. Minutes and reports can be viewed by appointment with the Clerk and copies made, upon request, on payment of a charge. 03.10.2012

