ALSTONEFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

The Clerk to the Council: Maureen Binfield: 01335 310146
c/o The Village Hall, Alstonefield, Ashbourne, Derbyshire. DE6 2FR 
Councillors: Nick Bonsall (310262).  Dot Griffin (310249).
Frank Lipp (310302).  Noel Peat (310000).  Cathy Reavy (310125).
 Kevin Stockton (310347) Rupert Hignett (310389)
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 7th March 2012 at Alstonefield Village Hall.

Present:  Cllr D Griffin (Chair), Cllr N Peat, Cllr K Stockton, Cllr R Hignett, Cllr N Bonsall, 

Cllr C Reavy.  Mrs M Binfield, Clerk

Five members of the public were also present.

88 Apologies – Cllr F Lipp
89 Public Forum – A Parishioner reported a problem on the road into the village following the replacement of a telegraph pole, making the grass verge much narrower.  Lengthman to inspect and if necessary, bring the verge back into line.

A Parishioner asked if the Council were aware of any plans to close the toilets in Alstonefield which are owned by the Peak Park.  The lady concerned advised that this matter had been raised at a meeting regarding cost cuts and she understood that the toilets in Dove Dale were to close, followed by the ones in Alstonefield.  Cllr Griffin to contact Abi Ball, Peak Park, to clarify this matter.

08.03.2012 – Following contact with Abi Ball, Cllr Griffin was advised that Alstonefield toilets are not going to be closed.

90 Minutes of Previous Meeting – Agreed and Signed
91 Declaration of Interest - None
92 Planning Matters


No planning matters have arisen for this meeting prior to circulation of Agenda.  
93 Financial Matters

93.1 Financial Statement and bank reconciliation as at 31st January 2012 and 29th February 2012 - noted
93.2 Payments
93.2.1 - Clerk – M Binfield – February salary £176.16 – ratified
93.2.2 -  Inland Revenue – Tax for Clerk’s salary - £43.80 – ratified
93.3.3 – Ian Redfern Lengthman Nov-Jan hours - £82.00 – ratified
93.3.4 – Ian Redfern – Servicing of Lengthman equipment - £92.50 – ratified
93.3.5 – John Gregory & Sons – New  Finger Posts - £546.00 – ratified
93.3.6 – Virtualnames annual web renewal alstonfield.org - £48.00 – approved
93.3.7 – Donation to Alstonefield Benefice – contribution to newsletter - £50.00 – approved
 93.3 Monies Received


93.3.1  - Car park Honesty Boxes

 Playing Field car park -  £11.00              Toilet Car Park - £7.40

93.4 – Request from NatWest to update customer information – New Clerk to arrange
93.5 – SPCA advise new S137 limit is £6.80 for the coming year – to be taken into consideration when  setting the  2013/14 precept.
94 Playing Field Matters


94.1 Play Area Safety Check Confirmation – 7.3.12
94.2 Playing Field Maintenance – Cllr Griffin advised that following an inspection, a loose rail was found in the fence around the play area. This has now been repaired.  

94.3 Renting of Playing Field to outside bodies – Rules and Regulations on the use of the Playing Field to be reviewed.

94.4 Car Park – honesty box – report on any monies collected prior to March meeting





Playing Field Car Park –  £22.37     Toilet Car Park  - £11.46


95 Greenhill Tip 
95.1 Report on Site Meeting to discuss planting of Queen’s Jubilee Trees. Councillors agreed that Greenhill Tip was unsuitable for planting the trees and a site adjacent to Greenhill Meer had been identified.  Cllr Bonsall advised that the trees had arrived and as previously discussed, would be planted on the morning of Sunday 25th March, following the Spring Clean on the morning of Saturday 24th March.  The central community tree would be planted within the playing field car park and the commemorative plaque added on 3rd June.
95.2 Greenhill Meer – Application from Parishioner to rent the Meer.  Cllr Griffin advised the meeting that many parishioners had made contact to voice their objections to the Meer being used for duck shooting and had reminded her that it had originally been dug out as a wild life reserve and should be retained as such.  The Parishioner who applied for the use of the Meer asked if any clearing would be done and Councillors agreed that this would be a potential project for the future and would be investigated so that any costs involved could be budgeted in the 2014 precept should any action prove necessary. Advice was to be sought  from the Wildlife Trust.
96 General Village Matters

96.1 – Signage – Millway Lane – Cllr Peat to pursue

96.2 – Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Celebrations
It was agreed that invitations to the celebrations would be sent out to all parishioners with the newsletter and also that the children of the parish would be given a commemorative mug personalised with Alstonefield Parish Council.  It was further agreed that £156 raised from the ‘12th night’ cake stall would be used for the food budget.  Cllr Griffin reported that she had been contacted by Parishioners who would be celebrating their 60th wedding anniversary on 31st May and had very kindly offered to pay for some wine and soft drinks for the celebrations.  

96.3 – Clerk Vacancy – Applicants were still to be interviewed and it was anticipated that an appointment would be confirmed next week.
96.4 – Lengthman Contracts – There was no change in allocated hours and lengthmen were happy to continue. 

97 Community Paths Initiative – 2011/12 update – Work is in progress to complete the 2011 project before 31st March 2012.  Several damaged and missing fingerposts are to be replaced with new ones.  The SCC Community Paths Initiative – Bids for 2012/2013 Grant Application form has been received by the Parish Council and it was agreed that a grant would be applied for to go towards the cost of further improvements to stile access on public footpaths within the parish.  The new deadline for grant application forms to be submitted is 1st April 2012.
98    Car Boot Events – Clerk to write to organiser advising that he make contact and advise Council of car boot dates or that the event would be opened up to other interested parties.
99    Green Well Update –Cllr Stockton and Cllr Hignett stated that they would commence with clearing out the green well within the next two weeks if weather permitted.
100  Correspondence in 

SMDC reply to letter regarding possible change of DE6 postcode to be put in newsletter and on website.


Letter from Peak Park entitled ‘Illegal works to protected trees’ to be placed on notice board. 
101  Any Other Business 

101.1 – Payment to M K Griffin - £60.00 – Making of kissing gates – 2011.12 CPI - Agreed

101.2 – Payment to Lester Lowe - £52.68 – Materials for above - Agreed


101.3 – Payment to Beechwood Trees -  £30.99 – Tree Guards – Jubilee trees - Agreed

101.4 – Cllr Stockton expressed concern at the personalised Paddock House Farm sign on the road from Alstonefield to Hulme End and questioned whether permission should have been sought.  Enquiries to be made with Highways.
101.5 – Cllr Hignett advised the meeting of the serious matter of oil leaking into the River Dove following damage to pipework after a burglary at the Cheese Factory.  The Environment Agency have knowledge of this and it was felt that we should establish what action Hartington Parish Council had taken about the matter prior to our becoming involved, and should offer support as necessary.
101.6 – Report of missing crossroads sign along Hulme End Road when approaching turning for Wetton/Narrowdale.  Reported to Highways – reference No. 12127602
102  Date of Next Meeting – 18th April 2012    
