



ALSTONEFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

The Clerk to the Council: Maureen Binfield: 01335 310146
c/o The Village Hall, Alstonefield, Ashbourne, Derbyshire. DE6 2FR 
Councillors: Nick Bonsall (310262).  Dot Griffin (310249). Rupert Hignett (310389) 
Frank Lipp (310302).  Noel Peat (310000).  Cathy Reavy (310125). Kevin Stockton (310347)
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 31st March 2010 at Alstonefield Village Hall.
Present:  Cllr D Griffin (in the Chair), Cllr F Lipp, Cllr N Peat, Cllr C Reavy, Cllr N Bonsall, Cllr R Hignett, Cllr K Stockton.  Mrs M Binfield Clerk

Four members of the public were also present

(unless otherwise stated, all resolutions minuted below were proposed, seconded and then agreed by all Councillors present.  Only when a decision is not unanimous will details be minuted).

140  Forum – No items put forward
Following the Forum, Mr Rupert Hignett was welcomed as a new member of the Parish Council after his successful application.
141  Apologies - None
142  Declaration of Interest (on Agenda items) – Cllr Stockton item 144.2.4, Cllr Griffin item 144.2.8
143  Minutes of the previous meeting – approved and signed
144  Financial Matters

144.1 Financial statement and bank reconciliation as at 28.02.10 - noted
144.2 Payments

144.2.1 – Lester Lowe - £18.21 – Posts, Milldale car park – ratified
144.2.2 – Brian Ross, Lengthman - £32.00 March fees – ratified
144.2.3 -  Clerks Salary – DD £219.96 – February 2010 - approved
144.2.4 – Mrs L Stockton - £100 – 50% towards tree surgery, Homestead Garden – ratified
144.2.5 – G B Yates - £1204.38 – Improvements to Milldale Car Park – ratified
144.2.6 – Peter Frost, Lengthman - £247.29 – Aug.09-Mar 10 fees – ratified
144.2.7 – Leander Architectural - £222.66 – Playing Field Sign – ratified
144.2.8 – AMG Engineering - £323.13 – Honesty Box for Peak Park car park – ratified
144.2.9 – Clerks Salary – DD £219.96 – March 2010
144.3 Monies received


144.3.1 Honesty Box Monies – £9.06 - noted

144.3.2 SCC Lengthman Scheme - £172.00 -  noted
144.4 Renewal of membership for Community Council of Staffordshire -  £22.00 agreed 
144.5 Renewal of SPCA membership -  £117 agreed 
144.6 Renewal of Peak Park Parishes’ Forum membership -  £20.00 agreed
145 Playing Field Matters


145.1 Play Area Safety Check Confirmation – confirmed last checked 24.3.10
145.2 Play Area – New swing seats in place.  Awaiting improvement in weather conditions   before repairs can be carried out to the play area surface.

145.3 Car Park – honesty box – £22.03 collected on 31.3.10

145.4 Playing Field sign – Agreement reached mid-meeting and sign ordered.
145.5 Charges for use of Playing Field – These to be waived for parishioners wishing to use the playing field.  Charges will be made for external requests or any commercial ventures.
145.6 Five-a-side Equipment – The Council has been approached to take over the responsibility of the equipment following the disbandment of the 5-a-side Committee.  Decision was made to leave matters as they stand for a further 12 months and suggested that further attempts be made to encourage more use of this facility.
146 Standing Orders – Model NALC Standing Orders – Cllr Peat to look at streamlining the Orders for         use by the Council
147 Community Paths Initiative – Projects have been identified and the Clerk to contact SCC to arrange a meeting to discuss the initiative in more detail.
148 Village Hall Committee – Cllr Lipp agreed to continue to represent the Council 
149 Homestead Gardens – Contract is now in place.
150 Planning Matters – weekly list of planning applications

150.1 NP/SM/0210/0113 – Replacement Bay Window, oil tank & rear extension, Dales Cottage - no objections following mid-meeting viewings.
151 Best Kept Village Competition – Following a poll, there was not enough interest shown to enter this competition.

151.1 – Spring Clean, 20th March. There was a very good turnout for this community event and it proved to be a great success.
152 Milldale Residents Car Park –  All works on Milldale car park have been satisfactorily completed.
153 Parking Review 
153.1 Toilets car park – The honesty box is on order and works will commence shortly in conjunction with Peak Park.     
153.2 Car Parking – A letter discouraging car owners from parking around the village and asking them to use the free car parks was deemed to be an excellent idea by the local police who suggested keeping a log for frequent offenders.  All Councillors to feed back any further amendments to the letter to Cllr Reavy who will progress the matter in conjunction with the local police.  Cllr Griffin to amend the village map for use with the letter.
154 General Village Matters
154.1 Gold Bus – Moorlands Connect Leek Rural Project. The demonstration for this new scheme was well attended by locals.  Cllr Reavy to distribute a list of the discussed pick-up points to all Councillors for further consideration, before these are communicated to Sue Edbury at Staffordshire Moorlands District Council.  In conjunction with the Clerk, Cllr Reavy to draft a thank-you letter to Dominic Davidson at Staffordshire County Council, also communicating our specific known needs, in particular a suggestion that the Bus travels directly to Ashbourne and Leek on market days.
154.2 Watts-Russell Public House requesting information/direction sign – Cllr Stockton to seek clarification on this matter and will suggest the use of the web site to advertise the location of the pub.
154.3 Wakes Celebration – The possibility of a street party was discussed and it was felt that a meeting should be arranged with members of the PCC and any parishioners who would be interested in helping with this event.

154.4 Car Boot Dates – Both car boot and cricket dates were distributed.
154.5 Lengthman Equipment Maintenance Report – Cllr Lipp advised that all machines were currently being overhauled.   The possibility of replacing a mower to be looked at in the next financial year (1st April 2011)
155 Correspondence In (For Information Only)

156 Any other Business

157 Date of Next Meeting – 19th May 2010 at 7.00pm in Alstonefield village hall.  This will begin with the Annual Parish Meeting, followed by the Parish Council Annual General Meeting. 
.


