Private Charles Featherstone
Charles Featherstone was born in early 1888 in Biggin, near Hartington. He
was the eldest child of Hannah Featherstone, although there is no record of his
father on either his baptism or marriage record.
He had a younger sister, Clara (born 1889) and brother, Frank (born 1895)
The first census record for Charles iss in 1891, where he was living with his
maternal grandparents, Thomas and Mary Featherstone, in Heathcote near
Hartington. There is no census record for his mother, whilst his sister was at
the home of Joseph and Harriet Webster in Hartington.

(1)

In 1901, at the age of just 12, he is a cattleman at Dam Side, Peak Forest in
North Derbyshire. His mother is living in Heathcote, near Hartington, with his
younger siblings.

(2)

On 27 May 1907 Charles married Mary Grace Harrison (known as Polly) in
Alstonefield. Mary was born in Alstonefield in 1878.

By the time of the census in 1911, Charles was living in Milldale near
Alstonefield and his occupation was that of a farm labourer. His wife,
however, was living and working as a servant at Bank Top Farm, Hartington
and is recorded on the census at that address.

(3)

Charles and Mary had their only child, Charles William (Charlie), in October
1913. Sadly, he was born with a mental handicap.
With the outbreak of war the following year, Charles was enlisted to 2nd Btn.
Sherwood Foresters (Notts & Derby Regiment) 27554. Records have not been
located to ascertain exactly when or where he enlisted or where he served.

He was awarded the Victory medal and British War medal, both for campaign
services.

(4)

Charles was killed in action on 26 April 1918 in France and Flanders. He is
buried at Brandhoek New Military Cemetery No 3, Belgium.

(5)

An announcement of his death was recorded in the Ashbourne News on 14
June 1918

(6)

After Charles’ death, Polly lived in Milldale, in the cottage that is now known as
Polly’s Cottage, until her death in 1953. Their son, after initially attending
Alstonefield School was later sent to a special school and only returned home
for a holiday once a year. Charlie died in 1990 in Walsall.
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